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Please find our school newsletter for 
September 11th 2020. Click on the links 
for more information. 
 
Please visit our website 
www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk  
 
Kind regards, 
Cofion cynnes, 
 
Dean Taylor 
Headteacher 

http://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/


 

     
 

Cwm                  
Cwddy Drive, Rhiwderin Heights, Bassaleg, Newport NP10 8JN 

 
Tel: 01633 896101     
Fax: 01633896367 

email: Pentrepoeth.primary@newport.gov.uk                                                                                                              
website: www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk  

Headteacher: Dean Taylor B.A.(Hons), P.G.C.E., L.P.S.H. 
  Deputy Headteacher: Tina Jenkins B.Ed. (Hons) 

 

                                                                                                              September 11th 2019 
 

 
 
 
 

Dear Parent and Carer, 
Annwyl Rhieni, 
 

 
It has been a busy first full week. A really warm welcome back!  
 
It has been a delight to meet all new nursery and reception families who have settled in so well. 
Also, a huge welcome to children joining us in classes across the school. 
 
Please find some information for the start of the Autumn term 2020. 
 
Covid-19 
 

As schools have now returned to full operation you will be aware of increased cases being reported in the 
media where classes / year groups have been instructed to self isolate for 14 days.  
 
I thought it would be useful to update you on some information and processes. 
 

You will all have received the parent information issued in July and will know that we have carried out a full 
school risk assessment and have made a number of changes to school life including staggered start and finish 
times, increased hand washing, increased cleaning, creating class contact groups and ensuring social 
distancing including a one-way system. 
 
 
Covid-19 Main symptoms 
 
The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 
 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 
measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

 
Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 
 



 

If your child develops any of these symptoms, even if they are mild, you need to: 
 
• book a test for them by phoning 119 or through the online portal: https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-
coronavirus-test 
• follow the advice provided when your child receives their test result  
• phone school on 01633 896101 or email Pentrepoeth.primary@newport.gov.uk 

 and let us know that your child is unwell with COVID-19 symptoms and that you have requested a test 
• ensure your child self-isolates for 10 days from when their symptoms started 
• ensure all other household members isolate for 14 days from when your child developed symptoms 
• ensure you do not visit a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital but if you require medical advice please contact 
NHS 111 or telephone your GP; if there is a medical emergency phone 999. As stated previously please use 
the normal reporting procedures if your child is ill and has to remain at home. If your child is showing covid-19 
symptoms then please book a test online and inform us at school. 
  
If the test is negative they may return to school and all household contacts can stop self- isolation. Please 
send us a cap shot of the test result by e mail if possible. 
 
If the test comes back positive, please inform us at school and follow advice as given. There are procedures 
that I have to follow involving Public Health Wales for confirmation and direction.  
 
If you receive a positive test result out of school hours, please notify the school by e mail on 
Pentrepoeth.primary@newport.gov.uk 
 
I will then notify parents of any action that we are required to take. 
 
We are being sent an updated Track and Trace protocol next week. The main headline from this is that only 
individuals contacted by T&T need to self-isolate, so for example, if a parent has been contacted by T&T and 
you need self isolate due to someone in the restaurant you were in tested positive, your children are still ok to 
come to school, unless of course you or your children start to show symptoms. 
 
Further information on symptoms and self-isolation can be found here: https://gov.wales/symptoms-and-self-
isolation-contact-tracing 
  
Further information on NHS Wales ‘Test, Trace’, Protect can be found here: https://gov.wales/test-trace-
protect-coronavirus 
  
For general information on COVID-19: https://gov.wales/protect-yourself-others-coronavirus 
   
 
The COVID-19 online symptom checker can tell you if you need medical help and advise you what to do: 
https://gov.wales/check-if-you-need-coronavirus-medical-help  
  
 
Drop off and Pick Up 
 
Thank you for your cooperation with our drop off and pick up arrangements. As I stated in earlier letters I am 
keeping these under review. I will evaluate how well pick up from collection point 3 goes next week when 
reception are fully in. If that goes well then the system will remain as it is. 
 
Catering 
I will be in discussions with Chartwells regarding start dates for the e mail service. Please continue to provide 
children with a cold packed lunch. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test
mailto:Pentrepoeth.primary@newport.gov.uk
mailto:Pentrepoeth.primary@newport.gov.uk
https://gov.wales/symptoms-and-self-isolation-contact-tracing
https://gov.wales/symptoms-and-self-isolation-contact-tracing
https://gov.wales/test-trace-protect-coronavirus
https://gov.wales/test-trace-protect-coronavirus
https://gov.wales/protect-yourself-others-coronavirus
https://gov.wales/check-if-you-need-coronavirus-medical-help


 

 
 
 
Blended Learning 
 
If we have a confirmed case and a class or year group has to self isolate for 14 days we will operate a blended 
learning approach. 
 
Teachers will set work via Google Classroom or See Saw. This will operate in the same way as lock down with 
the addition of some additional taught sessions that are pre recorded. This process will allow children to replay 
the clips to help them understand topics. 
 
The school has plans for all eventualities (including longer closure periods if they are needed) and I will 
communicate these in a timely manner should they become necessary. 
 
We will be sending out all passwords for Google Classroom (years 2 to 6) and See Saw (Nursery to Year 1) 
next week. Should they need to be used all guides are available on our website. Click here. 
 

We will also send out a home learning book for you to keep at home for children to use if a period of self 
isolation is necessary. 
 
Reading Books 
 
We will be sending home reading books towards the end of next week. These books will need to be used on a 
rota basis and will need to be cleaned and quarantined for a period of time when they return to school before 
they can be used again. I will send you more detail on this next week, including procedures for handling books 
between home and school. 
 

 
 

Term  Start  Half-term starts  
Half-term 
ends  

Term ends  

 Autumn   1 Sept 2020  26 Oct 2020  30 Oct 2020  18 Dec 2020 

 Spring   4 Jan 2021  15 Feb 2021  19 Feb 2021  26 Mar 2021 

 Summer 12 April 2021 
  
31 May 2021 
 

 4 June 2021  20 July 2021 

 
 
 

 
 
From September 2020 we have been focusing on the following areas: 

 
 

 To improve provision and learning in the Foundation phase. 
 To review and update Maths teaching across the school with a focus on problem 

solving, reasoning and authentic learning experiences. 
 To further develop curriculum, learning and teaching pedagogy including 

blended learning and catch up programmes 
 To further develop wellbeing support and provision across the school 

 
 
 

 

https://8b671298-7c61-47e4-b4a6-7b84058c30bb.filesusr.com/ugd/e86878_c185f96fe63f4017aff56018b188e387.pdf


 

 
 

School Information Forms 

Thank you for assisting us with updating our School Information and Consent Slips. Please can any 
outstanding forms be returned to school as soon as possible.  
 
Contact and Emergency Contact Details 
If your details have changed, please inform the school by e mail. It is really important that we have up to date 
contact and emergency contact details. 
 

Pupil Labels 

Please could all parents ensure all pupils’ clothes, PE kits, bags etc. are all clearly labelled with names. 
 

School Clubs 
There will be no after school clubs until further notice. 

 
Breakfast Club 
There will be no Breakfast Club until further notice. 
 
Nut allergies 
 
We have a number of children with severe nut allergies. No nuts are allowed in school including products that 
contain nuts. Please check before sending in lunch boxes. 
 
Medicines 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We do not routinely administer prescribed or non- prescribed medicines in 
school unless these are part of an agreed health care plan arranged with a 
health care professional. We, of course, will facilitate parents coming in to 
school to administer. Please contact the school office to speak to Mr Taylor 
if this is necessary. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND ANY PRESCRIBED OR NON – PRESCRIBED 
MEDICATION IN TO SCHOOL WITH YOUR CHILD  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are reviewing and updating our approaches to Healthy eating across 
the school.   
• Children can continue to bring in a Healthy snack to eat at break time 
• We continue to encourage children to bring in water bottles – guidelines 
recommend only water is consumed during the day. (apart from lunch 
boxes) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Due to the significant number of children who have allergies and in the 
interest also of promoting healthy eating we are respectfully asking that 
parents do not send in sweets or food products. We know that birthdays 
are important and Mrs Jenkins will be helping the whole school to share the 
celebrations during a weekly assembly with the children.  
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

 
 



 

 

The CROESO team, governors, staff and parents have all co-constructed our whole school 

code. Please will you chat to your children about this! 

 
 

 
 
Daily Behaviour  
 
We are very proud of our children’s behaviour and attitude towards school. We have developed a whole 
school code based on Manners, Respect and Kindness. We have been chatting with the children over the 
last few years about a positive system to be used across all classes so that all children know what is expected 
of them. The agreed posters are available on the website and I have copied them below for reference.   
 
We are aiming that all children remain green and gold with their behaviour! If there are instances of 
unacceptable behaviour children would be given a verbal warning. If children do not change any unacceptable 
behaviours after two warnings, they would be issued with a yellow card. By addressing their instance of 
unacceptable behaviour children have the opportunity of removing the warning card. Two yellow cards would 
mean a red card would be issued. The children have co-constructed the criteria and consequences at all 
stages. Our focus will always be on the positive and I am sure all our children will remain green and gold. It is 
important a consistent approach is applied across the school. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Rewards 
 
We will be continuing to use the Class 
Dojo system across the school. All 
children will be able to obtain points in 
different categories. These points will 
result in children receiving a Bronze 
Award for 100 points. There will also be 
a Silver Award, a Gold Award and a 
Platinum award to obtain after that! 
The categories children can obtain 
points for are: 
 
Key Stage 2 – Homework, 
Behaviour, Manners, Kindness and 
Respect, Wow Work 

 
Foundation Phase – I’m a 
Superstar, Manners, Kindness and 
Respect, Wow Work  
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Here are a list of the VALUES and RIGHTS we will focus on during the year! 

 

Month Value Right 
 

September RESPONSIBILTY Article 28 
You have the right to learn and go to school 
 
 

October EQUALITY Article 42 
You have the right to know about children’s rights 
 

November PATIENCE Article 19 
You have the right not to be harmed, to be looked after and 
kept safe 
 

December COMPASSION Article 14 
You have the right to follow your own religion 
 

January POSITIVITY Article 23 
You have the right to special care and support if you are 
disabled 
 

February LOVE Article 15 
You have the right to meet with friends and join groups and 
clubs 
 

March DETERMINATION Article 30 
You have the right to use your own language 
 

April CONFIDENCE Article 29 
You have the right to be the best that you can be 
 

May FRIENDSHIP Article 6 
You have the right to life and to be healthy 
 

June HUMILITY Article 12 
You have the right to say what should happen 
 

July TRUST Article 12 
You have the right to be listened to 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
The Curriculum in Wales is changing and we have been one of the 
Pioneer schools in Wales that has been developing this new 
curriculum. 
 
Click here for an explanation 
 
The Curriculum has four core purposes, supporting children to 
become: 
 

 ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their 
lives 

 enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in 
life and work 

 ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world 
 healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. 

 
Follow the link to see what these mean in detail: Click here  
 
The New Curriculum will replace current subjects with Areas of learning and 
Experience: 
 

 Expressive arts. Click here 
 

 Health and well-being. Click here 
 

 Humanities (including RE which should remain compulsory to age 16). 
Click here 
 

 Languages, literacy and communication (including Welsh, which should 
remain compulsory to age 16, and modern foreign languages). Click 
here 

 
 Mathematics and numeracy. Click here 

 
 Science and technology. Click here 

 
There are also three cross curricular areas of Literacy, Numeracy and 
Digital Competency. 
 
Log on to the website to see how we are planning and preparing for the new 
Curriculum at Pentrepoeth! On Twitter see how we work towards the Four 
Purposes through our projects and experiences and how we work in the Areas of Learning and Experience 
to work towards these! Why not follow us on Twitter at the Areas of learning and Experience feeds to see 
what we have been doing 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9U0fsT0gH7U
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e86878_590429444ec347b4894300fef275494a.pdf
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/expressive-arts
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/health-and-wellbeing
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/humanities
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/languages
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/languages
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/mathematics-and-numeracy
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/science-and-technology


 

 
 
 

 
We aim to provide a character learning journey that can be personalised to 
the needs of children, whatever their background or circumstance - 
encouraging our children to think critically and develop a mindset that 
thrives on looking at themselves and others from different perspectives. 
 
Building the confidence of primary school children before they leave is 
of utmost importance: children with high self-esteem are better able to 
make difficult decisions under peer pressure, approach adults for 
support, and be self-sufficient in their learning. The programme 
develops this resilience through many activities, being part of the 
team, performing challenges or having a leadership role. Activities in 
class and homework projects that need to be completed independently can help 
prepare children for the new world of homework timetables. They develop their sense of 
adventure and increase their self-sufficiency by taking part in new and unfamiliar activities. These 
transferable skills will stand them in good stead as they move off into the unfamiliar world of secondary 
education. 
 
The COJO programme is based upon the following 4 principles alongside our RESPECT framework: 
 
1. Character development is a right for every child 
2. Character education will empower young people 
3. Character will inform the ethos, direction of learning and culture of the school 
4. Character should be developed in partnership with staff, pupils and parents 
 
Click Here  for more information about the programme. We will update you on exciting missions as they 
happen!! 
 
 

https://commandojoes.co.uk/primary/


 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Click on the links in blue! 
 
 

Class Twitter Area Twitter 

Nursery – Mrs Williams 

@PPSMrsWilliams Whole School  @PentrepoethPrim 

Reception – Mrs Starke 

@PPSMrsStarke Expressive Arts  @PPSExpressiveArts 

Reception – Miss Ellis 

@PPSMissEllis   Health and Wellbeing @PPSHealth_Well 

Year 1 –  Mrs Batrouni 

@PPSMrsBatrouni   Humanities @PPSHumanites 

Year 1-  Mrs Drummond 

@PPSMrsDrummond  Languages, Literacy and 
Communication 

@PPSLangandLit 

Year 2- Mrs Beard 

@PPSMrsBeard2jb Mathematics and 
Numeracy 

@PPSMathsandNum 

Year 2 – Mr Nocivelli 

@PPSMrNocivelli Science and Technology @PPSSciandTech 

Year 3 – Mrs Baxter 

@PPSMrsBaxter   

Year 3 – Mrs Davies 

@PPSMrsDavies   

Year 4 – Mrs Gooding 

@PPSMrsGooding   

Year 4 – Mrs Jones 

@PPSMrsJones   

Year 5 – Mr Merriman 

@PPSMrMerriman   

Year 5 – Mr Willmore 

@PPSMrWillmore   

Year 6 – Mr Cleaves 

@PPSMrCleaves   

Year 6 – Mrs Symes 

@PPSMrsSymes 
 

 

  

 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support! 
 
 
Kind regards, 
Cofion cynnes, 

 
 
 
 

Dean Taylor 
Headteacher 
 

https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/nursery-mrs-williams
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/news
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year1-mrs-starke
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/expressive-arts
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/reception-miss-ellis
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/health-and-wellbeing
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/reception-mrs-batrouni
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/humanities
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year1-mrs-drummond
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/languages
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/languages
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-beard
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/mathematics-and-numeracy
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/mathematics-and-numeracy
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year2-mr-nocivelli
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/science-and-technology
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-baxter
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-davies
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year-4-mrs-gooding
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year4-mrs-jones
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year6-mr-merriman
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year5-mr-willmore
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year-5-mr-cleaves
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year6-mrs-symes

