A Caring, Respectful and Open Environment, where Success and Opportunity flourish

Please find our school newsletter for
February 4" 2022. Click on the links for
more information.

Please visit our website
www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk

Kind regards,
Cofion cynnes,

Dean Taylor



http://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/

Cwddy Drive, Rhiwderin Heights, Bassaleg, Newport NP10 8JN

Tel: 01633 896101

Fax: 01633896367

email: Pentrepoeth.primary@newportschools.wales
website: www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk
Headteacher: Dean Taylor B.A.(Hons), P.G.C.E., L.P.S.H.
Deputy Headteacher: Sarah Cook B.A. (Hons)

February 4" 2022

Dear Parent and Carer,
Annwyl Rhieni,

Please find some news and information for week ending 4"
February.

New Business Manager - Mrs Vicki Brown

| am delighted to inform parents and
children that we have appointed a new
school Business Manager, Mrs Vicki
Brown. Mrs Brown has worked in
Woodlands Primary School in Cwmbran
and will take up her post with us from Monday 28" February. | know
you will join me in congratulating her on her appointment and
welcoming her to Pentrepoeth.

A message from Mrs Brown...

‘I am delighted to be starting at Pentrepoeth Primary after half term as the new School Business Manager. |
have heard how wonderful the school is and | am excited to join the Pentrepoeth family. I look forward to
meeting you and your children very soon’.

Additional Learning Needs

As you may be aware the Welsh Government has introduced new procedures in schools in Wales to
support children with ALN. Letters have been issued regarding the new ALN bill and One Page Profiles
with targets have been sent home. Would parents please sign and return to school. Why not join us for a
Parent Workshop to explain the new bill on Tuesday February 15%.
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Parking and School Drop Off and Pick Up
I would like to thank parents and carers for their ongoing support and cooperation

. . . IDLING
with our one way system whilst we are operating under Welsh Government l“:l ZONE | :

guidance.

I am writing to ask parents to continue to show consideration to our neighbours
by not obstructing drives or parking on pavements on roads adjacent to the

school. Protect our Children
TURN OFF YOUR ENGINE

Can | also encourage parents to walk children to school where at all possible. Also, whilst dropping off in
the drop off bays please be considerate of children passing and turn off engines to limit pollution and
exposure to fumes.

Beli)
O

Thank you for your TWO'S DA
amazing gift 2AISED

comelovely s for I BASALT.
future sales! -

We will do another donation (Y ' @

drive next half term so . == @

please don't throw them
away and keep hold of any
items you want regifted.

Thavky (o youy

WE HAVE JUST DONAYED ANOTHER £2000 WORTH OF
FUNDING TO SCHOOL FOR THE WORKSHOPS THIS TERM!
THE FEEDBACK OFF THE CHILDREN HAS BEEN SO
POSITIVE AND THEY HAVE REALLY ENJOYED IT!
THANKS TO OUR EVENTS THATS £5000 WE HAVE GIVEN
TO SCHOOL THIS YEAR ALREADY WHICH HAS DIRECTLY
HELPED CHILDREN IN ALL YEAR GROUPS. FANTASTIC!
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Safer ®
Internet UK Safer
Day 2022 | Centre

ALL FUN AND GAMES ?

+ Exploring respect and
relationships online 2

On Tuesday 8th February we will be joining schools and youth organisations across the UKin
celebrating Safer Internet Day 2022. Safer Internet Day is a global campaign to promote the safe
and responsible use of technology, which calls on young people, parents, carers, teachers, social
workers, law enforcement, companies, policymakers and more, to join together in helping to create a
better internet.

Using the internet safely and positively is a key message that we promote in school, and
celebrating Safer Internet Day is a great opportunity for us to re-emphasise the online safety
messages we deliver throughout the year. Some of the activities we'll be participating in on the day
include:

Assemblies, Poster Designs, Classroom Activities and talks from our School Police Liaison Officer

We would be delighted if you could join us in celebrating the day by continuing the conversation
at home. To help you with this, you may be interested in downloading the free Safer Internet Day
Resources for Parents and Carers which is available at: saferinternet.org.uk/sid-parents.

There are top tips, quizzes, and films which you can use at home with your child.

Some other resources which you may find helpful in supporting your child online are:

» Tips, advice and guides for parents and carers from the UK Safer Internet Centre
(saferinternet.org.uk/parents)

e Advice for parents and carers from Childnet (childnet.com/parents-and-carers)

® Reviews and information about games, apps. TV shows and websites from

Commeon Sense Media
# Help on using parental controls and privacy settings from Internet Matters
(internetmatters.org./controls)

» Information and reporting of online grooming or sexual abuse from CEOP (ceop.police.uk)

# Information, guidance and resources for parents and carers Hwb

Online safety is an important issue which as a school we're committed to teaching our pupils about.

If you have any concerns or questions about keeping your child safe online, please do get in touch
with your child's class teacher/myself or Miss Cook our Designated Safeguarding Lead/Person.

Tuesday 8th February 2022

w | Exaliriag s ae
relationskizg utbne g

#SaferinternetDay
www.saferinternetday.org.uk
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At Matlonal Online Satety, we belleve In smpowering parents, carers and trusted adutts with the informatian te held on Informed conversatlan about onllne satety with thelr children, shauld they
feel It ks nessed. This gubde focuses on ane of many lssuse which we belisve trusted adults should ba awars of. Pleass vish wwna.natianalaniinesatety.com for further guides, Rints and tips for sdults.
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> O 10 Top Tips for Respect Onl}ne:' _- Q _ ‘
A DIGITAL WORLD FOR EVERYONE

Even before lockdowns inflamed the situation, one in every five 10- to 16-year-olds was experiencing bullying online:
abusive messages, having rumours spread about them or being excluded from group chats, for example. Through
smartphones and tablets, we're used to being able to communicate from anywhere, ot any time = but digital devices
became commonplace so quickly that it caused a problem: as o society, we haven’t properly adjusted to how different
they've mode life. Our tips can help you to build positive relotionships online ond avoid some of the potential issues.

WHAT IS NETIQUETTE? L 4 P>

Etiquette is o set of rules to help us interact with others: ke a code of respect. People -\
follow this code every day (mostly without even thinking about it) and It can help us b |
daclde how to act In cartain situations. ‘Natiquette’ (atiquetts on the net - we see

what they did there!] Is the same, except It's designed to help us interact with others

online, which Is sametimes a whole different ball game.

\ - 5 1
’ ‘ L3

scETHEOTHERSDE (1) 2 A KINDNESS IS CATCHING (),
Uluular when we're online, we can't use X \ o 4 e Hu-qntlvn communication can spread .
the sther perzon’s body language or tone " rapldiy enline, but 2o con being kind ,!-‘v;‘i.
of voice to give us clues about what we \ and helpful (t‘lll hoppened quite '
can say ta them, or how to say it Try to | i v lot lockdowns, for ins uru:i';.'l,"l
think what the situation might be like for - . Y P ; Afﬂnndm positive message ean
them, how they’re feeling and whether P make a difference to someone oz
we'd say the same thing if they were o weall as h-Fping us fesl good about
actually there with us. - L L | ourselves - so share the love!

WTTHE PAUSEBUTTON  (2) ' W ) | WAITING CAN BEHARD

Without a person physically there in front ] s When wa've sent a nmm%:ror posted
of us, it's easy to send something quickly > [ aumﬂtninq‘onlinq waiting Tor a reply or
- be wa'va really thought about for someone to respond can make us
whether it's helpful or kind. Just because anxious. It could be helpful te think  ~—
wa can do thin uickly doesn't mean whether you really have to message

we should; it's r to pause for a ar?-ntri ht new — or if you could |
second and think it through, instead of tu \
simply reacting.

MIND YOUR LANGUAGE THE

Pecple have invented loads of different = . p Hnuunpt. games and sites use
W&'t to eommunicate online (emaoll e . : p &8 mhml? that's designed
abbreviations like LOL, TBH and l:aoni. L ¢ L] us coming back for more. It's ﬂ
A + ’ |
o 5 '

will cause you less anxiaty.

Sorme of these can be triggerin, Important to keep this In mind when you
e (such as USING CAPS feel the need to reach for your phone, o
'RE SHOUTING!), so it's Important ; . tablet or congole = once we understand
to stay aware of the styft of language A i -_- this fact, it becomes easler to control
you're uging. ] 4 how we use osur digital deviees,

BE SURE BEFORE YOU POST (4)y - fG00D REPLY WISELY

- i

On social networks like Instagram or 1 L Sometimes it's tempting to fire back an
Facebook, vast numbers of people might - : Instant I‘Iirnl. to a post or message we
see what you've pested. So if that's don’t like. How we respond is important,
something IIBFG Ive about a person, it however — whether we reply privately to
can feel hugely painful for them. If the person or on a platform where lots of

ou're ever tempted to t 50| Eunplcwiﬂ see it, for example, makes a

ke that, ask yourself “do | really @ ig differance to how whosver is
need to go public with this?* receiving the message will deal with it.

a ¥
PROTECT YOURSELF

Always think very carefully before Even though we try to aveld them,
sharing any personal Information with mistakes can — and do — happen online.
somecne else or In a group. Once Thc‘rcun sometimes feol llke a blgger
something's been ne, the sender deal than they actually are. It's

loses unnlt:onm aver whers |t goes and Important to remembaer that we're ali
who might see It Ifgou"u got any only human, and sometimes we mess
uncertainty at all, It's a good ided to talk . T up. Learn to forghve others and - just

1o o trusted adult about this first, -3 . as importantly = to forglve yourself.

=

Meet Our Eir't

DrCarole Froncisg-smith Is on experienced counsaling
peychologiet who, through her ressarch, specialises in
promoting safe and ethical online communications. She
consults with businesses and organisations to support positive
and effective communication online, often by considering
soma of the more hidden aspects of the mediums.,
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@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com ,@natnnlinesﬂfew “ [NationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety
Ueere of this guide do o at their own discretion. Mo llability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 02.02.2022
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At Notlonol onllne Satety, we belleve in smpowsring porents, carers ond trusted odults with the Infarmatlon to hold an Inforrmed conversatlon about online sxhety with their children, should they
fes| It is nesded. This gubdes focuses an ane of many lssluse which we Besisve trusted adults should bs awans of, Please vish wiww.natianalenlinesataty.com for further quides, Rints and tips for adults

. 10 Top Tips for Respect Online:

.~ INSPIRING CHILDREN TO
BUILD A BETTER DIGITAL WORLD

Our ability to communicate with anyone in the world, at any time, via the internet has grown at breckneck speed. For
teachers and parents, it can fesl impossible to keep up. Worrying about our young people is understandable, and not
unjustified: in 2020, for example, one in five 10- to 15-year-olds experienced bullying online, Our tips highlight ways that
adults can support young people’s positive online behaviours: by adopting and following ‘netiquette’, we can show them
how te aveid getting into difficulty as they learn to negotiate the continually evelving digital landscape.

%, Q  WHATIS NETIQUETTE? ®

Just like etiquette s a set of rules which guides and governs our interactions with
othars In everyday life, netiquette - etiquette on the net - is the framework which
helps inform how we communicate with people online. The rules of engagement often
- aren't the same as a foce-to-face meeting, so it's important that we can occurately
=yl r hﬁ ‘read’ situations in the digitol world and know how to oct appropriately.

——

A lot of our interaction with others is helped by
nen-verbal signals like bedy longuage and more emotionally sensitive than others. Young
facial expressions. Online, of course, many of . people can be particularly affected by negative

. these clues are missing. Talk to your chi online communication, such os group shaming.
about why this mokes misunderstandings - Even a single message (which might seam
maore Illmiy ta accur in the digital world and d ; . trivial at face vulun]mn causa dna&unguluh_
why keeping in mind that online f o . - Trusted odults should be prepared to be ‘
communication s a very different process : patient and listen to any difficulties thelr % -
can help to prevent difficulties from arising. i f child might have had online.

PRESS ‘PAUSE @ N " Y ACCENTUATED ANXIETY Q)

It's so az to do things hl:tlﬁl anline that most ( i 8 Young peopla’s online lives create a lot of
al é:

We're all bullt dlﬂamntm: some people are eimply

ey £ :
ACCEPT DIFFERENT RULES | o d o APPRECIATE DIFFERENCES

people (adults inclu ually send or anxiety. Messages go into a ‘black hole' until
respond to messages without considering the someone responds, there are more reasons to
media can make us fesl like we're missing out.
! Encourage activities such as sports and
hobbies to balance this out, and remmember
could practise this with your child on some that merely blocking out thoughts ::‘tr gaming,
made—up tricky situations. for instance) isn't the same as relaxation.

N e ; wil” ¥ e,
THE INTERNET IS ADDICTIVE Ztk - R PRO-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

hrpl and sites use sophisticated algorithms and ! i A huy Eulltlve for the internet is how It helps

clever marketing to keep us engaged, while S il eople to feel connected and makes being kind
notifications to our devices are designed to draw 3 and helplul easy to spread, When young ple

us back in, It's no wonder thot people continually et involved In fro-soclul behaviours online,

return to the diqltul world, sometimes spending creates o positive feedback loop which
looq;nrlnds of time there. You and your child makes them feel good. Shew your child o
could trial turning off notifications on certaln examples of when you've done or sald

apps and Instead agree o time to check for = E something positive online, and

updates manually. ﬂ = e encourage them when they do the same.

a young paerson some time while 1h0¥ﬁ°ﬁdm‘
. the golden rule: “Would | still say this if the
" other parson was right front of ma?” You

| consequences. Puahrnﬂ ‘the pause button’ buys ' o compare ourselves negatively, and social

BEWARE THE DARK SIDE @

Getting a hurtful or unhelpful comment en social N F one of the best things we can do as trusted adults [
media or in a group chat can make the reciplent = L = Iz to role model positive online behaviour. Just

feel gubllr-nr shamed. That's painful for anyene . letting your child ses that you know when it"

= but especially fer a roun tpomn whose time fo put your phone oway and do something
status In a group Is integral to their senze of mora productive can seta ax

Identity. Encourage your child te think obout Some famjiies set aside particular times of

the best and sofest way to send o message: the week (gsuch as mealtimes or a family

for example, dolnﬁ itasa ll:;rlvuta walk) where dIFIitul devices aren’t allowed
message rather than a public post. P and conversation takes precedence.

ample.

———

¢ WARMFUL INTERACTIONS ' " SHOW COMPASSION (19

Unfortunately, it's @asy to send a hurtful ! e Mistakes con feel much blgger onling, becouse
maessage or 1o spread gossip and rumaours anline. : i ! they're so public. If a vnurﬁlp-rmn does or says
We all know this happens rl?;lldl’l”al having 4 ; 8 sumﬂhln? regrettable on the internet, It's
. to deal with actually seel @ othar person’s Important to support them to forgive themseives,
distress usually doesn't help people to make a 4 s learn any lessons and move forward positively.
ositive decision in the moment. It's important N Even as adults, we can often stumble when
hat trusted aduits help children to visualise Ty * learning how tnlngt work [n the fast-moving
the potentlal consequences and have N _. h digital world, so It's Important to have ’,
empathy for others. ¥ iy " compassion for ourselves, too,
-—_“}3 —

Meet Our Expert Natior}

Dr Carole Francis-Smith Is an experienced counselling g ] g Onli n
peychaloglst who, threugh her ressarch, epecializes in F

promoting safe and ethical online communications. She i
consults with businesses and organisations to support positive . 4 S afet
and effective communication online, often by considering 1

some of the mone hidden aspects of the mediums.

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com '@nmonlinesafety “ [NationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety
Users of thiz guide do so at their own discretion. Mo llability Iz entered into. Current as of the date of release: D2.02.2022
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Place2Be’s
CHILDREN'S
MENTAL HEALTH

7- 13 FEBRUARY 2022

GROWING

= WE'RE TAKING PART IN
: L et CHILDREN'S MENTAL
WELLBEING CHALLENGE
Make wellbeing a priority during Children's Mental Health Week and take on a
Wellbeing Challenge. How many wellbeing actions can you tick off in 3 week?

org.uk
#ChildrensMentalHealthWeek

Do a deep Wear somethin
Get Bhrs breathing Go for 9
of sleep exercise awalk

that makes you

feel good
.

o
Take time out to Eat your Go for a walk in Drink 2L
read a book favourite food wour local park of water
&
Do 30 minutes
of yoga

Give someone 3 Have a 'no
compliment

] 0 Catch up with
social media a friend
day

Try a 5 minute Listen to
meditation

Go to bed 30
a podcast

minutes earlier

Write down 3
things you're
than usual grateful for

childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk

#ChildrensMentalHealthWeek
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CHILDREN'S |
TOGETHER oL A

7 - 13 FEBRUARY 1012

TIPS FOR PARENTS AND CARERS

Dear parents and carers,

7 - 13 February is Children's Mental Health Week. The week is run by the charity Place2Be,
and focuses on the importance of promoting good mental health and wellbeing for
children and young people.

WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT?

Human beings change and grow - we do it all the time and in many different ways. Physical
growth is easy to see as we grow from babies to children, teenagers to adults. But growing
emotionally is also an important part of our development.

As parents or carers, you are an important role model for your child. Your child does not
need you to be perfect - in fact seeing you make some mistakes can be really useful! What
is important is that you are able to show them that you - and they - can continue to
develop and grow even when things are hard. In fact. sometimes, this is when we learn and
grow the most.

WHAT CAN YOU DO7
Here are a few simple ways you can support your child’'s emotional growth.

1. Talk about when your child was younger
Most children enjoy hearing their parents tell stories about when they were
younger. Recall stories that highlight how your child has developed and changed
over the years. For example, how you enjoyed teaching them to learn to ride a bike,
or swim. Or how proud you were when they took part in a school assembly — even
though they were nervous.

If you are an adoptive parent, foster or kinship carer, you will still have lots of
memories to share from when you first came together as a family.

2. Notice when your child has developed and grown
You may have made marks on the walls to recognise how tall your child has grown
over the years, or looked at old photos together. It is important to also recognise
and praise emotional growth. This could be letting them know how proud you are
when they have learnt to walk away rather than fight with a sibling, or how they
have learnt to ask others to play when they used to be too shy to do so.

#ChildrensMentalHealthWeek
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Encourage your child to try new things
This could be new foods, 3 new activity or
a new experience. Praise their willingness
to ‘give things a go’ rather than whether
they were ‘good’ at it. This will give them

confidence to continue to develop and grow.

Listen to your child's hopes and
dreams for the future

Encourage your child to see that everything
they are doing right now is a tiny step
towards who they might want to become in
the future. For example, your child staying
away from home for 3 night is a step
towards them being able to leave home

for study or work in the future. Your child
helping another child is an important step
towards them becoming a counsellor, 3
doctor, a nurse or a teacher etc.

Support your child to learn from

tough situations

It can be really hard when your child is not
getting on with friends or having 3 problem
with a teacher, or is disappointed with how
something has worked out. Acknowledge
the difficult feelings, but help your child to
see that these situations help us to grow
and develop so that we are better able to
cope with life's ups and downs.

P oioce28e’
~ CHILDREN'S
MENTAL HEALTH

_WEEK

7 - 13 FERRUARY 1022

Activities from
Place2Be's Art Room

Support Balloon — have a go at
this simple art activity with your
children. Aimed at primary-age
children, this activity from can
help children think about who
supports them to grow.

bit.ly/3m2R9ib <

My Changing Shapes - try this
activity designed for secondary-
age children. This activity
supports young people to look
back at their past growth.
bit.ly/3nhiYTI &

Looking for free
practical advice to help
you support your child?

Parenting Smart, PlaceZBe’'s site for
parents and carers, is full of expert
advice and tips on supporting the
emotional wellbeing and growth of
primary-age children.

parentingsmart.org.uk &

LA R R R R L LERERRRJALRNEENLLLERNENLELERRRYLELRERRRJAELERSENLLANERRNN]LLENERDND,

Let your child know that if they are worried about something, they should always
talk to an aduilt they trust. It could be you, someone in your family, a teacher or
someone else in their school.

If you're worried about your child's mental health you can talk to your GP or someone at

your

child's school.

You can also find a list of organisations that provide support and advice on our website:
place2be.org.uk/help &
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biary bates

January

Tue 4™ January

Planning Day 1

Wed 5% January

Planning Day 2

Thu 6™ January

Start of Spring Term

February

Wed 2" February

PTA 2-2-22 Non Uniform Day

Mon 7t - Fri 13t
February

Children’s Mental Health Week

Tue 8™ February

Safer Internet Day 2022

Tue 15" February | 5.00pm | Parent Workshop - Additional Learning Needs- introduction to the new Bill

Wed 16" February | 5.00pm | Parent Workshop - The Curriculum - introduction to the school’s bespoke
‘Challenge’ curriculum

Fri 18" February INSET Day 4 - Curriculum - School Closed for Children

Mon 215t - Fri 25t Half Term Week

February

March

Monday 28" Feb - Language, Literacy and Communication Week - Welsh focus - visits

Fri 4® March from authors Daniel Morden and Claire Donald

Tuesday 15t March St. David's Day Eisteddfod Activities - Children can wear Welsh costume
to school

Wednesday 2" 5.00pm | Parent Workshop - Reception Parents - How to help your child at home

March

Thursday 3 World Book Day - Activities to be decided by the School Council - CROESO

March team

Monday 14t - Science and Technology Week - STEM workshops, visits from

Friday 18™ March Techniquest and Value Added Education

Friday 18™ March Red Nose Day - Activities to be decided by the School Council - CROESO
team

Tuesday 22 5.00pm | Parent Workshop- Helping your child with Reading -All parents

March

Wednesday 23 5.00pm | Parent Workshop-Helping your child with Spelling and Handwriting- All

March parents

WE AREA ..
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Thursday 24" 5.00pm | Parent Workshop- Helping your child with Writing- All parents

March

22" March - 8th Parent Consultations via Teams - details of booking and days to follow
April

April

Friday 8™ April Easter Assemblies

Foundation Phase Easter Bonnet Parade

School Closes for Easter Break

INSET Days
There are 6 INSET days next year. The dates arranged so far are:
e Thursday September 2" 2021
e Friday September 3™ 2021
e Friday October 8™ 2021
o Friday February 18" 2022- Cluster Curriculum
o Friday June 24" 2022 - Team Teach
e Fridayjuly 1°* - Curriculum, Assessment, Progression

School year 2021-2022

Term Start Half-term starts Half-term ends Term ends
Autumn 2021 2 September 25 October 29 October 17 December
Spring 2022 4 January 21 February 25 February 8 April
Summer 2022 25 April 30 May 3 June 22 July

May Day - Monday 2 May 2022

oW Wielsh Network of Healthy Schaol Schemes
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Nursery have enjoyed celebrating 2.2.22 today by wearing Our

our own clothes and having 22 minutes of exira play & ‘ ;
@PPSHealth_Well @PPS_Happiness  [earining

In Nursery, our ‘Sound of the Week' has been b, b, boot. We have carried out a sound hunt to find lots of
things beginning with this letter. We have also been busy discussing the features and plot of the story The
Very Smiley Snowman. We enjoyed drawing a story map and re-telling the story in our own words. In
Maths, we have been identifying and recognising numbers within 10 and counting out snowballs using
tweezers into winter mittens. We have had lots of fun creating a repeating pattern on our winter hats and
clapping and tapping out simple rhythms. Learning to drag and drop pictures of winter and summer
clothing items into the relevant sets and matching photos to pictures of familiar winter objects has been so
much fun!

Reception have had a HOOT this week exploring the wonderful story of Owl Babies. The children blew us
away when they shared all their wonderful facts about owls and completed some lovely factual writing in
their Project books. Reception used their creative skills to draw an owl in chalk and painted some
wonderful owlets on the painting easels. They had to search for food in the sand tray to feed the owlets
and even made their very own bird feeders to take to Forest School. Reception had to use their building
skills to make a shelter big enough to keep the owlets safe and warm during the winter. We also had a
lovely singing session with Mrs Berry and learnt our songs for St David’s Day. You are in for a wonderful
treat.

ACTIVE 7~ .
0 MARC -tOS%O
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This week, Year 1 have enjoyed celebrating Chinese New Year. We looked at how it is celebrated around
the world and enjoyed watching a video from Mr Williams in Thailand who was lucky enough to be part of a
Dragon Parade in his school! We talked about how people celebrate Chinese New Year in Wales and the
sorts of celebrations people may have. We had lots of fun making Chinese Lanterns, Cards and Tigers out
of paper plates in the Independent Learning Zone. We enjoyed listening to the story of The Great Race and
had lots of fun carrying out our own races on the yard. We made shadow puppets for the animals in the
story and organised them according to their position in the race. We have learnt so many facts about
Chinese New Year and we couldn't wait to write down everything we had learnt in our writing books. The
highlight of the week was when we had a go at writing our name using the Chinese alphabet. We've
enjoyed listening to calming Chinese music and talking about how it makes us feel. We had lots of fun
learning some dances and taking part in yoga to mark the celebration. Kung Hei Fat Choy.
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Year 2 have been working on adding 3-digit numbers to 3-digit
numbers this week using mental addition strategies. Most
children were able to challenge themselves to adding 3-digit
numbers that crossed the tens and hundreds! All groups then
had a tricky problem-solving activity in which they had to feed a
dinosaur the correct amount. Finally, in maths this week,
children showed their understanding of mental addition by
revisiting 'mental maths train game' adding hundreds together.
In Literacy this week, we read the book 'Fossils' as a class and
children had to use their comprehension skills to answer
questions based on the book in full sentences. Following this,
we looked at the back of the book to see a Glossary. Year 2 then
created their own glossaries in their books with any words they
found tricky, and the correct definitions linked to these words.
In topic lessons, children started to learn their Welsh dance
ready for Eisteddfod performance after half term. They learnt the dance in the 30 minutes which blew us
away! We can't wait to perform it again as a year group. Pupils also looked at the Cretaceous period and
pupils wrote their own opinion on what they thought caused the dinosaurs to become extinct, adding
reasons to back up their opinions. Further to this, children had to create their own fossils after recovering
bones and finally linked dinosaur pictures to descriptions in Welsh. This week has been T-Rexcellent!

This week Year 3 have been very busy. In our Literacy lessons
we have continued to look at the story of The Snow Queen and
have written character descriptions of the main characters Kay
and Gerda. We used lots of techniques to develop adventurous
and ambitious vocabulary to use in our writing. Using the
Spelling Planet, we have worked on words with y at the end and
in handwriting we have been practising writing capital letters. In
maths we have developed our confidence in our Numeracy
skills with our daily TAPAS and used our times tables to divide
numbers with remainders. We have been busy problem solving
with perimeter, measuring the perimeter of enclosures for wild
animals and have been introduced to area of a shape. We have
particularly enjoyed learning about the food in ancient Egypt
and found that they ate a lot of the same food that we do now.
We also discovered what children liked to do for leisure. During
our Welsh lessons, we used the sentence pattern Pa lliw ydy dy llygaid? and Pa lliw ydy dy wallt? to describe
hair and eye colour. We have also been developing our ball skills in throwing and catching this week too.

Year 4 have been focusing on instructional writing this week. We used the text, ‘George’s Marvellous
Medicine’ by Roald Dahl as inspiration for our Big Write. We used a thesaurus to find synonyms for
‘horrible’ and ‘medicine’ to help us create our titles. One idea was Grandma’s Gruesome Tonic! We then
used the features of instructional writing explored last week to write our own instructions. We considered
the ingredients and equipment that we could use before composing a goal and then writing a sequence of
steps to inform others how to make the medicine. Clearly, Grandma'’s are not gruesome and so we
discussed the importance of safety rules and not replicating our fictional, hazardous recipe at home! As a
result of our writing, we have been using different spelling strategies to help us change singular nouns into
plural nouns, revising the spelling rules used including irregular plurals like teeth and children. In maths,
we have been applying our knowledge of partitioning, times tables and multiplying by 10 to multiply a two-
digit number by a single digit. At the beginning of the week, we focused on jottings and informal methods
before using the grid method as a more formal written method of organising calculations. At the end of the
week, we used our understanding of the different strategies to solve word problems. During our
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Chromebook time, we created a poster using Welsh. We discussed the importance of keeping our world
tidy and free from litter before using the ‘Rhaid’ language pattern taught last week to inform others to keep
our world litter free - Rhaid rhoi sbwriel yn y bin!" During our Forest Schools time, we spent a calm 25
minutes, using an identification key, making a note of all the different birds that visited our school grounds.
We were amazed when a flock of birds flew over the playground. Finally, we discussed how we could
develop a growth mindset to help us solve problems and challenges in the classroom. We talked about the
power of ‘yet’ and how it is okay not to know all the answers. We talked about strategies that we could use
to help us be more resilient and apply to challenging situations during our learning opportunities. Another
enjoyable, busy week in Year 4.

In Maths this week Year 5 have been learning all about angles and
triangles. The children have identified the different types of angles
and in groups they explored around the school looking to find
different examples of acute, right and obtuse angles. They have also
been measuring angles and using this knowledge to identify and
draw different types of triangles too. In Language this week we have
been completing activities based on a short video clip called Rock,
Paper, Scissors, which the children have absolutely loved. Having
watched the video, the children were able to create and answer
comprehension style questions in pairs, as well as marking each
other’s work and providing them with feedback. As well as
this, children wrote some excellent character descriptions
to describe each of the 3 characters, using relative clauses
to add detail. We have also been adding dialogue to the
video in the form of a play script and children have had lots
of fun acting them out too! Our topic work this week has
been based on clothing and appearance in Welsh. Children
used Welsh dictionaries to identify and create a word bank
for words linked to clothing and used this, to describe a
variety of different characters. As well as this, we have also

started looking at being able to tell the time in Welsh. As well as some fantastic work in the classroom this
week, children in Year 5 have been completing some very much needed gardening tasks around the
school. We have been so impressed by the teamwork and determination shown to get the jobs done, well
done everyonel!

Creativity reigns supreme in Year 6! We have been writing scripts and
stories, rehearsing our dramas, acting and performing and creating a
variety of amazing costumes. In Literacy we have started to think
about the quality and further development of our vocabulary.
Children have used their already extensive vocabulary and have
further extended and developed it by using a thesaurus. Children
created a number of descriptive similes, used alliteration,
onomatopoeia and personification to create a variety of effects in
their writing. They were also very careful to add short snappy
sentences to show they are aware of tension in the story. The results
are so well written and are worthy of publishing. As the plants topic draws to a conclusion, children have
performed their Pollination dramas. The care and attention the children took with the preparation of the
costumes certainly was worth it despite taking a lot of time. The joy on their faces was a pleasure to see,
and the amount of discussion and teamwork to get the job done was worth the time and effort. Acting the
dramas to an audience did lead to some discussion and not all groups were happy with their first take and
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so required more time to reflect and adjust their dramas accordingly. But as we said to the children “If a job
is worth doing, it's worth doing well”. In Numeracy our focus has been a return to fractions, revisiting
equivalent fractions through order and comparing fractions. This concept is not as easy as it seems and the
children needed lots of resilience to find their way out of the learning pit. However, the depth of learning
they demonstrated and the ability to move through their learning from “I can't yet” to “l can do it" is
wonderful to see. Children are beginning to realise the importance of independence, attempting to find
their own strategy to help them meet the objective of the lesson. In any hard working week the children
need a little outdoor learning and the children have enjoyed some great games outside. They certainly love
a game of dodge ball and with so many different varieties the children love the different challenges they
play. They have also enjoyed a forest school afternoon and played a variety of forest based activities with
Mrs Clissold. Back in the classroom, Year 6 learnt about the life of St. Bernadette, our Lady of Lourdes. The
time care and attention they have put into their project books to show off their learning is beautiful.
Another busy week has flown by.
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éome lovely reflective work today in year 6 where pupils had
the opportunity to showcase what they had learnt about

plants. @PentrepoethPrim @PPSSciandTech
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Some absolutely outstanding pieces of work created by Year
6 this week about the Holocaust. Thoughtfully and carefully
created and presented. Ardderchog, pawb!
#HolocaustMemorialDay @PentrepoethPrim

L, I
Floy it all stated
Goahid, Gt Torp ok, b’ won b

What a terrific “Twosday” we have had in year 6. Many
thanks to the @PentrepoethPTA for organising a great
fundraiser. The children loved their “22” mins of extra play.
What a winner! @PentrepoethPrim @PPS_Happiness
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Click on the links in blue!

Class

Nursery - Mrs Williams

Reception - Mrs Starke

Reception - Miss Ellis

Year 1 - Mrs Batrouni

Year 1- Mrs Drummond

Year 2- Mrs Beard

Year 2 - Mr Nocivelli

Year 3 - Mrs Baxter

Year 3 - Mrs Davies

Year 4 - Mrs Gooding

Year 4 - Mrs Jones

Year 5 - Mr Merriman
Year 5 - Mr Willmore
Year 6 - Mr Cleaves

Year 6 - Mrs Symes

Kind regards,
Cofion cynnes,

w
Dean Taylor

Headteacher
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Twitter
@PPSMrsWilliams
@PPSMrsStarke
@PPSMissEllis
@PPSMrsBatrouni
@PPSMrsDrummond

@PPSMrsBeard2jb

@PPSMrNocivelli
@PPSMrsBaxter
@PPSMrsDavies
@PPSMrsGooding
@PPSMrsjones
@PPSMrMerriman
@PPSMrWillmore
@PPSMrCleaves
@PPSMrsSymes
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Area

Whole School
Expressive Arts
Health and Wellbeing
Humanities

Languages, Literacy and

Communication
Mathematics and

Numeracy
Science and Technology
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Twitter
@PentrepoethPrim
@PPSExpressiveArts
@PPSHealth_Well
@PPSHumanites
@PPSLangandLit

@PPSMathsandNum

@PPSSciandTech
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https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/nursery-mrs-williams
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/news
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year1-mrs-starke
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/expressive-arts
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/reception-miss-ellis
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/health-and-wellbeing
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/reception-mrs-batrouni
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/humanities
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year1-mrs-drummond
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/languages
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/languages
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-beard
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/mathematics-and-numeracy
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/mathematics-and-numeracy
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year2-mr-nocivelli
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/science-and-technology
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-baxter
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-davies
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year-4-mrs-gooding
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year4-mrs-jones
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year6-mr-merriman
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year5-mr-willmore
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year-5-mr-cleaves
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year6-mrs-symes

