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Please find our school newsletter for the 
week ending 5th June 2020. Click on the 
links for more information. 
 
Please visit our website 
www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk  
 
Kind regards, 
Cofion cynnes, 
 
Dean Taylor 
Headteacher 

http://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/
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Dear Parent and Carer, 

Annwyl Rhieni,  

 

I hope this newsletter finds you safe and well. 

 

Education Minister’s Announcement – Wednesday 3rd June 

 

You will have all read my  letter issued to you on Wednesday regarding the Education Minister’s 

announcement about a return to school date. I will now formally move into the next stage of planning a 

new chapter to the changes for schooling during the Coronavirus outbreak. 

 

We await the detailed guidance from Welsh Government that will guide the operational and learning 

decisions going forward. This is due next week.  

 

Please be assured that we had made provisional plans based on a range of possible scenarios and that I 

have been consulting with the Local Authority, colleagues, and Welsh Government in recent weeks in 

preparation. We are now aware of a return date and the general scope of the decision. As soon as we 

receive further guidance I will work with the governing body, cluster colleagues and the LA to firm up our 

plans.  

 

I will ensure all plans, details , changes and policies are explained to you and sent to you in a timely 

manner. You will, as parents and carers have a range of questions, concerns and anxieties. I will do all 

that I can to answer those to the best of my ability in the coming weeks.  

 

 



 

You will have a challenging decision to make. Although we would love to have all the children back in 

school, you must be sure that you are comfortable with the measures that we will put in place to support 

the safety of your children, you and our staff. 

 

A reminder of what the minister announced: 

 

• Schools will re-open to pupils from Monday June 29th. 

• The time will be used to ‘ Check in, Catch up and Prepare pupils for the summer and September. 

• The term will be extended to 27th July with an extra week’s break in the Autumn 

• There will be a phased return approach, built over time. 

• Year groups will be split into cohorts with staggered starts, lessons and breaks, meaning at most a 

third of pupils will be present at any one time. 

• Groups will be smaller, providing secure time with teachers and classmates 

• This time will include a blend of personalised classroom experience and online home learning 

 

As you will appreciate this will be a detailed and complex piece of work.  

 

Thank you for your patience .I will be in touch regularly with detailed plans and information as soon as 

they are finalised. 

 

A few more lovely wellbeing resources to share…. 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

It has been a busy first week back for our pupils from 

Nursery up to Year 6 following our half term break. 

Our Nursery children have been hunting for mini 

beasts in their gardens and have constructed creative, 

imaginative bug hotels. They have designed their own 

ladybirds and counted their spots. They have also had 

fun decorating minibeast pebbles to brighten up their 

gardens. 

 

Our Reception pupils have had lots of fun planting 

and growing seeds. They have been investigating the life cycle of sunflowers and produced accurate, 

well labelled diagrams and beautiful paintings. They have also grown their very own carrot families! 

Pupils have enjoyed keeping fit and healthy with Enzo the Bee and “Not Joe ! Miss Roe ”and learning 

Welsh with Mrs Jenkins. 

 

Year 1 pupils continue to practise their sounds and their odd and even numbers. They have been 

investigating floating and sinking as well as labelling different parts of the body. They played “Simon 

Says” in Welsh with Mr Woodham and his cat and sang “Pen Ysgwyddau, Coesau, Traed” They enjoyed 

listening to “Zog” with Mrs Hill and have produced very impressive pieces of writing based on the 

story. 

 

Our Year 2 pupils have been studying the beautiful country of Italy and learning Italian with Nella the 

chicken! Thank you to Mrs. Gage for sharing unusual facts about Italy. In Numeracy, pupils have been 

investigating the mathematical concepts and vocabulary associated with following directions. Mr 

Woodham has been helping to revise our Welsh language patterns, e.g. Wyt ti’n hoffi?” and 

encouraging pupils to use connectives to extend their answers. 

 

Year 3 classes have been searching for mini beasts in their gardens. Number work has involved 

measuring challenges and problem-solving activities. Their coding challenge this week was to make a 

Star Wars Galaxy. They have been looking at the differences between direct and indirect speech as 

well as reading the Welsh book “Ble Mae’r Golau” with the help of Mrs Jones. Thank you to Mrs James 

for continuing to share her interesting facts. Pupils have followed the recipe for bread and butter 

pudding with some delicious results. 

 

Year 4 pupils have been using their numeracy skills to create a timeline showing when Tudor kings 

and queens reigned and to calculate how long each monarch reigned. They presented the data 

collected in the form of a bar chart. They have also designed flags for Henry V11 to take into battle. In 

Literacy they have used persuasive language to write informal letters, trying to convince their families 

to have a pet dragon! 

 

Pupils in Year 5 have been writing balanced arguments linked with their topic “Water Life.” In Science 

they have been investigating marine food chains. Numeracy challenges have included a bedroom 

makeover with a £1,000 voucher to spend as well as completing Bite Size maths lessons. Research 

tasks have involved finding information about the Olympic Games. 



 

 

Our Year 6 children have been investigating healthy eating, the importance of balanced diets and 

devising their own food diaries. They have enjoyed designing their own kebabs and ice creams! They 

have been completing their daily Bitesize lessons and evaluating their learning using our depth of 

learning terminology. Research projects involve finding information about “Trooping the Colour” which 

will take place on June 13th. 

 

Year 6 -7 Transition & Nursery and Reception Admission September 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please follow the links on the website for further information regarding this. 

 

Any questions or concerns regarding transition please contact Mrs Symes or Mr Cleaves in Google 

Classroom. 

 

New information regarding admission  to Reception and Nursery will be issued next week. 

 

Please will you return any outstanding forms to Mrs Harman or Mrs Beynon via e mail. 

 

 

Classes and Organisation for September 2020 

 

I will be finalising staffing and organisation in the next fortnight and will be informing you in the 

newsletter  on 19th June of your child’s classteacher for next academic year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Values 

 
The value for the month of June is ‘Determination’.  

 

We will start exploring this value by thinking of Determination as ‘not giving up when things get 

difficult’. Many of us make New Year’s Resolutions in January but we can make resolutions at any time 

of the year. Determination is key to our success in making the changes we are wishing for. Whether 

you have made a resolution or not, the value of determination will only help in a positive way. For our 

children, we encourage them constantly to try their best, to not give up when they find things difficult 

and to welcome challenges. We teach them strategies to help them when they get stuck and to 

persevere when things get tough! 

 

Determination is fuelled by a ‘growth mindset’.  

When students and educators have a growth mindset, they understand that intelligence can be developed. 

Students focus on improvement instead of worrying about how smart they are. They work hard to learn 

more and get smarter. Based on years of research by Stanford University’s Dr. Dweck, Lisa Blackwell Ph.D., 

and their colleagues, we know that students who learn this mindset show greater motivation in school and 

better outcomes.  

 

 

 

http://www.mindsetworks.com/page/increase-students-motivation-grades-and-achievement-test-scores.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Determination Values assembly can be found on the school website on the Values assembly tab. 

Click here.  

Please encourage your child to re-look at it with you and share your thoughts about the value of 

Determination.  

 

Check in to our webpage for latest news, stories, songs and fun activities… 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Coronavirus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the links below to find out useful information: 

 
Public Health Wales https://phw.nhs.wales/ 

 

 

Welsh Government  https://gov.wales/coronavirus 

 

Guidance on Social 

Distancing 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-

distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-

everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults 

 

Application for Childcare 

Provision in School Hub 

http://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Schools-Education/Childcare-for-prioritised-key-

workers.aspx 

 

Aneurin Bevan Health 

Board 

https://twitter.com/AneurinBevanUHB 

https://www.facebook.com/AneurinBevanHealthBoard 

 

 

Some useful links to explain things to children… 
Coronavirus https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/health-matters 

 

Social Distancing  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DA_SsZFYw0w 

 

Hand Washing  https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51698180 

 

 

 

https://phw.nhs.wales/
https://gov.wales/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
http://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Schools-Education/Childcare-for-prioritised-key-workers.aspx
http://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Schools-Education/Childcare-for-prioritised-key-workers.aspx
https://twitter.com/AneurinBevanUHB
https://www.facebook.com/AneurinBevanHealthBoard
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/health-matters
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DA_SsZFYw0w
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51698180


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the links in blue! 

 

 

Class Twitter Area Twitter 

Nursery – Mrs Williams 

@PPSMrsWilliams Whole School  @PentrepoethPrim 

Reception – Mrs Starke 

@PPSMrsStarke Expressive Arts  @PPSExpressiveArts 

Reception – Miss Ellis 

@PPSMissEllis   Health and Wellbeing @PPSHealth_Well 

Year 1 –  Mrs Batrouni 

@PPSMrsBatrouni   Humanities @PPSHumanites 

Year 1-  Mrs Drummond 

@PPSMrsDrummond  Languages, Literacy and 

Communication 

@PPSLangandLit 

Year 2- Mrs Beard 

@PPSMrsBeard2jb Mathematics and 

Numeracy 

@PPSMathsandNum 

Year 2 – Mr Nocivelli 

@PPSMrNocivelli Science and Technology @PPSSciandTech 

Year 3 – Mrs Baxter 

@PPSMrsBaxter   

Year 3 – Mrs Davies 

@PPSMrsDavies   

Year 4 – Mrs Gooding 

@PPSMrsGooding   

Year 4 – Mrs Jones 

@PPSMrsJones   

Year 5 – Mr Merriman 

@PPSMrMerriman   

Year 5 – Mr Willmore 

@PPSMrWillmore   

Year 6 – Mr Cleaves 

@PPSMrCleaves   

Year 6 – Mrs Symes 

@PPSMrsSymes 

 

 

  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Cofion cynnes, 

 

 

 
 
 

Dean Taylor 

Headteacher 

https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/nursery-mrs-williams
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/news
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year1-mrs-starke
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/expressive-arts
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/reception-miss-ellis
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/health-and-wellbeing
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/reception-mrs-batrouni
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/humanities
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year1-mrs-drummond
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/languages
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/languages
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-beard
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/mathematics-and-numeracy
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/mathematics-and-numeracy
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year2-mr-nocivelli
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/science-and-technology
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-baxter
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-davies
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year-4-mrs-gooding
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year4-mrs-jones
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year6-mr-merriman
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year5-mr-willmore
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year-5-mr-cleaves
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year6-mrs-symes

