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Please find our school newsletter for 
March 11th 2022. Click on the links for 
more information. 
 
Please visit our website 
www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk  
 
Kind regards, 
Cofion cynnes, 
 
Dean Taylor 
Headteacher 

http://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/


 

     

 

Cwm                  

Cwddy Drive, Rhiwderin Heights, Bassaleg, Newport NP10 8JN 
 

Tel: 01633 896101     

Fax: 01633896367 

email: Pentrepoeth.primary@newportschools.wales                                                                                                              

website: www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk  

Headteacher: Dean Taylor B.A.(Hons), P.G.C.E., L.P.S.H. 

  Deputy Headteacher: Sarah Cook B.A. (Hons) 

 

                                                                                                                                           March 11th 2022 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Parent and Carer, 

Annwyl Rhieni, 

 

Please find some news and information for week ending 11th 

March. 

 

 

 

As you will be aware from my texts this week we have seen a very 

significant increase in both children and staff testing positive for 

covid-19. This has led to some significant staffing issues. However, 

we have managed to keep all classes open and have not had to 

move to online learning. It will be my intention to do all that I can to 

avoid closing classes or moving to online learning. We have had 

nearly 90 cases confirmed this week across the school, including 14 members of staff. My thanks 

to parents for your patience as we manage staff shortages. Also, my thanks to the Pentrepoeth 

team for stepping up and covering during the day. 

 

I met with Environmental Health this week and have followed all advice. All mitigations remain in 

place and we have further increased cleaning regimes during the school day. 

 

If your child does test positive on a LFT test, please log this online. This helps significantly with 

track and trace. We do log all cases from school but it helps to locate children if parents and 

carers have already done so. 

 

For the next few weeks I strongly recommend all parents wear face coverings while on the 

school premises. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Links for parents to book online Parent Consultations have been sent out. If you 

have had any difficulty in booking an appointment please contact Mrs Brown or 

Miss Norton in the school office either by phone or via the school e mail.  

Teaching staff will send out Teams appointment links this week. 
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March    

Monday 14th – 

Friday 18th 

March  

 Science and Technology Week – STEM workshops, visits from 

Techniquest and Value Added Education  

Friday 18th 

March  

 Red Nose Day  - Super Hero costumes, red noses  

Tuesday 22nd 

March 

5.00pm Parent Workshop- Helping your child with Reading -All parents 

Wednesday 23rd 

March  

5.00pm  Parent Workshop-Helping your child with Spelling and 

Handwriting- All parents 

Thursday 24th 

March  

5.00pm Parent Workshop- Helping your child with Writing- All parents 

22nd March – 8th 

April  

 Parent Consultations via Teams. Booking available from Thursday 

17th February. 

April    

Friday 8th April   Easter Assemblies  

Foundation Phase Easter Bonnet Parade 

School Closes for Easter Break  

 

 

INSET Days 

There are 6 INSET days next year. The dates arranged so far are: 

• Thursday September 2nd 2021 

• Friday September 3rd 2021 

• Friday October 8th 2021 

• Friday February 18th 2022- Cluster Curriculum  

• Friday June 24th 2022 – Team Teach 

• Friday July 1st   - Curriculum, Assessment, Progression  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

School year 2021-2022 

Term  Start  Half-term starts  Half-term ends  Term ends  

 Autumn 2021 2 September 25 October 29 October  17 December  

 Spring 2022 4 January 21 February 25 February  8 April  

 Summer 2022 25 April  30 May  3 June  22 July 

May Day - Monday 2 May 2022 

 

 

We will be supporting Comic Relief on Friday 18th March. Children may come dressed as 

super heroes, wear red noses, red nose t shirts or something red ….. or any combination of 

these !! Donation buckets will be available at drop off and pick up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In Nursery our sound of the week has been l, leg. We went on a sound 

hunt, spent time on letter formation and worked in our sound booklet 

Book of the Week - Dinosaurs - New vocab introduced, fact file made on 

dinosaurs discussed. We had fun repeating dinosaur patterns  and looked 

at 2D dinosaur shape pictures 

Stranger danger online - discussion around who we can communicate with 

online safely and who we 

cannot. 

We also had lots of fun with 

Dinosaur craft  

 

. 

 

This week in Reception we have explored the wonderful 

story of the ‘Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch,’ helping Mr 

Grinling stop the pesky seagulls from stealing his delicious 

lunch. We have talked about the special job that Mr 

Grinling had as a Lighthouse keeper, and why Lighthouses 

are so important. The children have used their building 

skills in the block play to make Mr Grinling’s lighthouse, 

and used their creative skills to make their very own lighthouses. Reception thoroughly enjoyed 

applying their problem-solving skills in the water tray to transport lunch boxes safely to the 

lighthouse. We have discussed healthy eating and the children designed their very own lunch box, 

thinking carefully about the importance of having a balanced diet. In forest school the children were 

set a special group challenge, to create their very own zip lines to transport their healthy lunch boxes 

to their friends on the other side of the forest. We were extremely proud of the excellent team work 

taking place. Da iawn Reception! 

 

 

This week year 1 looked at a map of the World and where the United Kingdom was located on the 

map.  We talked about the four nations that make up the united kingdom and which country we live 

in.  The children enjoyed talking about places they had been in the United Kingdom and were excited 

to learn that the queen lives in London which is in England! The children asked lots of questions about 

other countries and enjoyed telling us about where members of their family come from.  The children 

enjoyed writing about where they live and sharing their work with their friends.  We carried out maths 

assessments this week to see what our next steps are and the children thought that the games were 

really fun.  We had a lovely time in the Forest school playing games and finding insects with our 

friends.  We are looking forward to next week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 2 have been taking a closer look at 

symmetry this week in their maths 

lessons. They have walked around the 

school trying to find symmetrical 

objects and drawn symmetrical flowers 

in their books. They also created their 

own Minecraft monsters in their maths 

books making sure they were 

symmetrical. This week year 2 

celebrated International Women's Day 

and fittingly we looked at an inspiring 

woman called Mary Anning in our LLC 

lessons this week. We read a story 

about Mary Anning in which the 

children had to listen attentively and 

write down key facts about Mary Anning 

before answering questions in full 

sentences. The children then used these 

sentences to write their own fact file 

using their ICT skills on Google Slides.  

 

 

Further to this, we discussed whether certain jobs 

were suited to men or women, challenging 

misconceptions, and the year 2 children all agreed 

that it doesn't matter if you are a man or a woman, 

you can do whatever you put your mind to! Year 2 

carried on their fact file skills by creating a fact file on 

Ichthyosaurs in their topic lessons and even created 

an ichthyosaur out of paper plates. Year 2 looked at 

relevant news from a local area after recently an 

Ichthyosaur fossil was found nearby. They then 

created their own newspaper report and told the 

news in their own way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 3 have had an exciting week 

writing an adventure story based on 

Honey I Shrunk the Kids. They used an 

adventure story mountain to plan an 

opening, a build-up, a dilemma, a 

resolution and a closing. They used 

connectives, adjectives and character 

descriptions to enhance their stories 

and the results were amazing. 

In Maths the children have continued 

to develop their understanding of the 

‘jumping method’ for addition and kept 

their number skills fresh by using the 

TAPAS board. They also developed 

their data skills by making tally charts 

and pictograms. They have completed 

maths games on Chromebooks to keep 

their number skills sharp. 

The children have continued to learn 

about Incredible Invertebrates. They 

have written about Pollination and 

been on an insect hunt in our school 

grounds, using iPads to photograph any they found and magnifying glasses and pooters to collect 

them. We have classified invertebrates using a key and learned about their part in decomposition and 

looking after the environment. 

In Welsh they have enjoyed playing games using the vocabulary of clothes and answering the question 

Beth wyt ti’n hoffi gwisgo? And described the clothes they wear in Summer and Winter. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

This week, Year 4 have been reading and identifying the features of non-chronological reports. We 

used a key and located evidence of examples of the features in a text. During our chrome book time, 

we used a range of websites to learn facts about Komodo dragons. We used technical language like 

species, habitat and diet before making notes in our rough books. 

In Maths, we have been using our knowledge of multiplication facts to complete division calculations. 

At the beginning of the week, we discussed the language and symbols used to represent division 

before using blocks and counters to physically sort objects into groups. We then noticed the 

relationship between multiplication and division and realised that they are the inverse of each other. 

We used a place value chart to divide 2, 3 and 4-digit numbers by 10 and 100, including decimal 

numbers. In addition to that, we have completed our work based on our project ‘Extreme Earth’. We 

have used a map to locate a number of the world’s natural record breakers including Mauna Loa, 

Mount Everest and Angel Falls. To finish the topic, we participated in some independent research 

where we chose a record breaker that we would like to learn about before writing a non-chronological 

report. Finally, in science, we investigated the hardness of rocks and learnt about the scientist called 

Moh who created a scale to order rocks according to their hardness. We learnt that sedimentary 

rocks; e.g. chalk are soft whereas a metamorphic rock like marble was very hard when we completed 

our scratch test. Another enjoyable, busy week in Year 4. 

 

This week in maths Year 5 have been completing work based 

around percentages. We started off by finding 10% of a whole 

number and used this to work out other percentages in 

multiples of 10. As Year 5 were so confident with this, we were 

able to move on to finding much trickier percentages, using 

knowledge of 1% and 10% to find any given percentage up to 

100% of a whole number. Some children also used this 

knowledge to complete some very difficult problem solving 

activities, finding percentages using money. An excellent week 

of maths this week, da iawn, pawb! This week in Language we 

have been using inspiration from Daniel Morden’s storytelling to write our own stories. The children 

were set a challenge of writing their own story, using 10 key words from Daniel Morden’s story. The 

children planned their own stories and came up with some creative ideas, before typing up their 

stories on the Chromebooks. We have been 

blown away by the stories we have read!! This 

week Year 5 have started a new topic 

‘Electrifying Energy’. The children started off by 

investigating how to create a working electrical 

circuit, before carrying out some research 

tasks to find out about different types of 

energy. Due to the sun finally coming out, we 

we were able to get out onto the yard for some 

PE this week. 5JW enjoyed completing a Daily 

Mile activity, where they ran a mile as a group 

around the yard, whilst 5TM enjoyed playing a 

PE version of noughts and crosses (check out 

the school Twitter page for videos and 

pictures!). 



 

 

This week year 6 have learnt about the 

features of persuasive letter writing. They have 

analysed a letter and have identified the key 

features of the letter, underlining each of the 

features using a different colour. Following this 

they have used their research completed on 

the chrome books last week to plan their 

letter. The recipient of the letter was Mr Taylor 

and the children had to persuade him to give 

up his petrol car and move over to a greener, 

more eco friendly fuel – electric! The children 

worked extremely hard to persuade him using 

all their powerful vocabulary and very creative 

ideas. I wonder if he will decide to give up his petrol car and buy an electric car after reading their 

letters. Always good to be green! 

In numeracy, this week year 6 have focused on division. Using 

the bus stop method the children have divided 3 and 4 digit 

numbers for short division and although this sounds simple, 

there were a number of misconceptions that needed to be 

addressed. Once again, the importance of using times tables 

accurately has been emphasised. The children are amazed at 

just how times tables are useful to so many concepts covered in 

maths. 

 

In science this week year 6 have been collecting data to show 

different information about The Solar System. The data was for 

the years 2008 and 2021, and they have identified the reasons 

why some of the data has changed. They have also researched 

a planet of their choice and will make a page in their science 

book about their planet explaining its composition, rotation, 

orbit etc. The children will share their information about their 

chosen planet with each other and will listen to the Planet Suite 

by Holst. A truly cross curricular topic – science, maths and 

music! 

 

Bassaleg School prefects paid another visit to both classes and as usual the children found the session 

extremely useful. The prefects provided plenty of useful information about moving out of your 

comfort zone as the children move from year 6 into year 7, encouraging them to make new friends 

and to try new things. They also discussed “life to the full” explaining what this is and how Year 6 could 

do this as they move to the next stage of their education. The opportunities are available and the 

children were shown how trying out new things can impact on their life in school and in the wider 

community. Year 6 were given the opportunity to to ask questions and once again, they flowed! The 

prefects were extremely patient and answered their questions fully. The children listened carefully 

and attentively. 

In Project work this week the children have turned their research about the inventors and achievers of 

the last one hundred years into a timeline. They have chosen 15 people with their invention or 

achievement and have placed them on their timeline in chronological order. 



 

And finally, year 6 were awarded their last set of Eisteddfod certificates by both year 6 teachers. The 

children looked so proud of themselves. Both year 6 teachers’ mouths were watering as we looked at 

the baking entries – a great shame we couldn't do some quality control! It was a very hard decision to 

choose the first, second and third place winners. As always, it's important to have a go and just like the 

Bassaleg prefects say – move out of your comfort zone, live life to the full and try something new. 

Yet again another week has flown by and our year 6 pupils never fail to amaze us with their ability to 

rise to a challenge and their fun loving personalities. It is always a pleasure to teach them. Onwards 

and upwards everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to apply! 

https://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Care-Support/Children-and-families/Family-Information-Service/Childcare/Holiday-Play-Provision-5-12-years.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the links in blue! 

Class Twitter Area Twitter 

Nursery – Mrs Williams 

@PPSMrsWilliams Whole School  @PentrepoethPrim 

Reception – Mrs Starke 

@PPSMrsStarke Expressive Arts  @PPSExpressiveArts 

Reception – Miss Ellis  

@PPSMissEllis   Health and Wellbeing @PPSHealth_Well 

Year 1 –  Mrs Batrouni  

@PPSMrsBatrouni   Humanities @PPSHumanites 

Year 1-  Mrs Drummond 

@PPSMrsDrummond  Languages, Literacy 

and Communication 

@PPSLangandLit 

Year 2- Mrs Beard  

@PPSMrsBeard2jb Mathematics and 

Numeracy 

@PPSMathsandNum 

Year 2 – Mr Nocivelli 

@PPSMrNocivelli Science and Technology @PPSSciandTech 

Year 3 – Mrs Baxter 

@PPSMrsBaxter   

Year 3 – Mrs Davies  

@PPSMrsDavies   

Year 4 – Mrs Gooding  

@PPSMrsGooding   

Year 4 – Mrs Jones  

@PPSMrsJones   

Year 5 – Mr Merriman 

@PPSMrMerriman   

Year 5 – Mr Willmore  

@PPSMrWillmore   

Year 6 – Mr Cleaves  

@PPSMrCleaves   

Year 6 – Mrs Symes  

@PPSMrsSymes 

 

 

  

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

Dean Taylor 

Headteacher 

https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/nursery-mrs-williams
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/news
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year1-mrs-starke
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/expressive-arts
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/reception-miss-ellis
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/health-and-wellbeing
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/reception-mrs-batrouni
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/humanities
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year1-mrs-drummond
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/languages
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/languages
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-beard
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/mathematics-and-numeracy
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/mathematics-and-numeracy
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year2-mr-nocivelli
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/science-and-technology
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-baxter
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-davies
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year-4-mrs-gooding
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year4-mrs-jones
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year6-mr-merriman
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year5-mr-willmore
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year-5-mr-cleaves
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year6-mrs-symes

