June 12t 2020

A Caring, Respectful and Open Environment, where Success and Opportunity flourish

Please find our school newsletter for the
week ending 12" June 2020. Click on the
links for more information.

Please visit our website
WWW.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk

Kind regards,
Cofion cynnes,

Dean Taylor



http://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/

Cwm Cwddy Drive, Rhiwderin Heights, Bassaleg, Newport NP10 8JN

Tel: 01633 896101

Fax: 01633896367

email: Pentrepoeth.primary@newport.gov.uk

website: www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk
Headteacher: Dean Taylor B.A.(Hons), P.G.C.E., L.P.S.H.
Deputy Headteacher: Tina Jenkins B.Ed. (Hons)
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Dear Parent and Carer,
Annwyl Rhieni,

This week seems to have flown by. It has been a busy week.
Return to School Update

| received guidance from Welsh Government on Wednesday regarding the increase in operations from
29" June. | have been working with cluster colleagues, LA and Welsh Government to plan how this can be
done safely.

Clear criteria has been set by WG on the number of children that will be allowed in school at any one
time. Guidance also recommends group size and the number of ‘connect, catch up and prepare’ sessions
pupils should have.

Thank you for completing the initial scoping exercise questionnaire for me. This will allow me to have a
better indication of projected numbers for year groups and childcare hub provision. Albeit, plans will
need to be made on the assumption that all children who are eligible to return within the parameters set
would return and can be accommodated safely over a rolling period.

| am very aware that your decision will need to be made on more structured information. At present, |
am aiming to get this out to you on Monday after discussion and approval by the Chair of Governors and
the Governing body. This may change as more information is received- if it does, | will text you.
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| will then ask you to complete another questionnaire by the end of next week with firm decisions.

If you expressed a need to use the childcare hub provision for key workers in the scoping questionnaire
sent last week then | will be asking Mrs Harman to send you a further questionnaire enquiring what days
and periods you would need. A reminder that there is strict criteria applied in approving a key
worker place. Details are available on Newport City website. Click here.

A reminder that the return to school will be for groups of children and for limited periods of time.
Children will only see some of their friends in a group and that this will be allocated according to an

agreed criteria within the cluster. There will be no changing of days or groups.

As the minister has said we will be preparing for a new normal and schooling is not expected to be the
same as it was before Covid-19 for some time.

Thank you for your many e mails of support at this time. They are very much appreciated indeed.

Focus on Wellbeing
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Kindness can develop support networks and hope. A helping hand and a touch of kindness sayg that
you are not alone. Being kind and doing good things ig the right thing to do but it is also good for

YOU. An act of kindnesg cz alth, get rid of strese and lift your mood.
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http://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Schools-Education/Childcare-for-prioritised-key-workers.aspx

moment o appreciate the warm /é
sunghine on your face or watch
and ligten to a bird goaring.
Ligten to the wind blowing
through the treee- a perfect
way fo practice being mindful.

gtop noticing the world around us. In the same
“Vay we lose touch with the way our bodies are
feeling. Paying attention to the present both
, ingide and out ig known ag mindfulness.
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Experiencing our environment and nature ie essential for our wellbeing, time outdoore can be the greatest tonic for your mind and
body. Wherever you e, step outeide and use your senses fo taka in the natural world- whether ite in your garden, local park, along
a canal or river or at the beach. Open up your senges._ etand back from your thoughte and enjoy peace of mind. ... Breathe- think

of the air coming in and out of your body.... Touch the earth beneath your fo, foel the you .. listen 4o the b
or sound of the rugting treee ... smell the air/Seente /flowere MW% Ep,soatiw
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« Make sure the bedroom is dark and
not too warm

= try not fo fext, use a computer or
watch tu for an hour before trying fo
sloap. Avoid bright ighte

Ragearch has shoun that there are important links betuween linke between sleep and « try not fo nap during the day and
health. Sleep ie not a luxury or an indulgence but a fundamental need- enhancing have natural light in the morning for your
creativity, productivity, mood and the ability to interact with othere body to adjust

__ « avoid caffeinated drinks afler lunch
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Preparing your child for

T0P returning to school

TIPS With plans being made to reopen schools for more
pupils, as a parent or carer you may feel concerned

about your child returning to school, especially if they
find change difficult to handle.

Here are some things that you can do to help prepare your child and to gain a sense
of control over the uncertainties.

E Find out your child's worries: are they worried about catching the virus or family members geting
sick? Once you know their concerns, you can provide them with information and reassurance to help
them feel safe at school.

Think about your child's individual needs: each young person has their own personality, strengths
and requirements so will need different preparation and support.

Share with teachers and support staff your family's lockdown experience, as this will affect
how your child will feel about returning w school. For some families, just geting through each day
has been the pricrity, while others will have lost someone close to them. This will help school staff o
provide the support your child needs,

Work together with your child’s teacher and other professionals to agree a return to school’ plan.
It will help to think about what time your child will start and finish school, who will meet them and
where theyll spend breaktime. You can add more details as they become known.

Use your child's preferred communication method. Your child could help write their own return teo
school plan. Other children may find symbols, photos or videos more helpful. Social stories which use
short descriptions of a situation or activity can help children understand and cope with changes.

E Think about what will be the same when your child returns to school, such as their teachers and
uniferm, Focusing on this first will be reassuring and help reduce their anxiety.

ﬁ Find out how the school environment will be different, such as the number of desks in
classrooms. School staff may be able wo provide photos or videos so your child can see what school
will look like. Remember, certain changes may benefit your child, for example fewer children may
reduce the risk of sensory overload.

. Consider how changes to school routines and activities will affect your child: for example, there
could be new rules about entering and meving around school, Some acivities that your child enjoys
miay not be allowed, such as swimming. Help your child o understand those changes to their school

day and why they are happening.

. Think about what you learned about your child during lockdown. Did certain activities calm your
child dewn? Did regular moverment breaks improve their focus? Share this with their teacher, It could
also help to continue some of the activities you started in lockdown once schools recpen.

Website links
Social stories: autism.org.uk/about/strategies/social-stories-comic-strips

Royal College of Fg
rcot.co.uk Occupational | B
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Our Nursery children have been investigating rainbows and even

managed to make a rainbow in a jar.
They enjoyed listening to “The Rainbow Fish” and had fun creating

their own under the sea scenes, complete with all the creatures

&EAM% found in the book. They tried a science experiment to investigate

R M@ how the Rainbow Fish sparkles under the sea. They have practised

- their Welsh language pattern “Sut wyt?” with their toys and teddies
and continue to keep fit with Cosmic Yoga under the sea.

Reception children have been having lots of fun blowing bubbles. They have created their own bubble
art, made bubble wands and bubble snakes, as well as keeping fit and healthy with the “Popping Bubbles
Dance” They have produced imaginative pieces of writing entitled “My Bubble Adventure” describing
where they would float off to, inside their bubbles. They have investigated 3D shapes, enjoyed learning
Welsh with Mrs Jenkins and made some delicious ice cream floats.

Year 1 pupils have enjoyed researching old and new toys. They enjoyed listening to Mrs Hill's story
“Tiddler” and have produced excellent pieces of writing explaining why Tiddler was late. They have also
produced some impressive “Tiddler is Missing” posters. Mr Woodham has been helping with our Welsh
language patterns “Beth wyt ti'n gwisgo.” Pupils have been practising counting in 2's and making different
amounts of money. They have made some delicious healthy fruit smoothies.

Children in Year 2 have been finding interesting facts about Rome and Cardiff. They have been creating
their own glossary, to explain the more difficult words in “Theodore’s Italian Adventure.” They have been
using their measuring skills to weigh the ingredients to make their own pasta and created their own
delicious looking pasta dishes. Flasus iawn!

Year 3 pupils have been looking at features of diary writing and have written diary entries for mini
beasts. They have been finding out more information about invertebrates. Mrs Jones has been sharing
interesting photos of the inside of her beehives. Children have enjoyed developing their artistic skills with
“Draw with Rob.” Mrs Baxter joined in too and created a very impressive owl! Thank you to Mrs James for
sharing her interesting facts with us.

Pupils in Year 4 have been researching information about Henry V11 and created impressive
presentations. They have designed their own “Coat of Arms” reflecting their own values, with spectacular
results. In Science they have been classifying vertebrates and invertebrates. Numeracy work has involved
investigating decimals, fractions and using RUCSAC to solve word problems. In literacy, pupils have
created clever conversations between animals including correct use of speech marks.

Mrs Burridge has shared her own fun facts with us.

Year 5 children been enjoying the popular BBC Bitesize lessons as well as keeping their numeracy skills
sharp by using Abacus and Mathletics games. In literacy, pupils have created interesting debates and
discussions around their “Water Life” topic. Science challenges include researching and drawing detailed,
labelled diagrams of marine food chains.

Our Year 6 pupils have been sharing and collecting their special memories of Pentrepoeth Primary
School. They have written excellent poems and performed them using impressive IT skills. They have
continued to investigate healthy lifestyles, looking at how our lungs work and the dangers of smoking.
Thank you to Mrs Rowe for continuing to share fun facts with Year 6.
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. e . Approximate amount
PTA Newsletter asd sy ecuing
£5000

Not the year that we expected but we hope everyone is safe and well Purchases/funding
and we look forward to seeing you when we can. £1500 towards purchase of
Pglx tunnel Classroom

Due to the pandemic we had to cancel a lot of our events during late
spring and summer term. This effected our fundraising efforts this year
but we were still able to make a massive difference to the school with
items and experiences that you helped to fund.

We will be liaising with the school and children where to invest our P31 Steakisrccin Seraem

funds as we go forward this year and next. Simdsdfor Year3 wnd Eco

club to record weather
The library refurbishment funded by us was completed earlier in the findings for years to come
year and looks amazing including the PTA funded reading schemes

£600 Daniel Morden
Storyteller spent the week
with us

Foundation phase refurbishment was started and continues to grow,
the children have a modern and diverse amount of equipment and a
lovely environment to explore

Year 6 Leavers Hoodies were
fully funded. Thank you Year
6 for everything you have
done over the years to
support us and the school.
Good luck and we will miss
you all so much!!
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Ways you can help support us during this time:

amazons e

N—1 YOu shop Amazon gives

If you shop on Amazon we are now registered with Amazon Smile — choose us as your charity and
Amazon will donate a % of your purchase to the PTA. Follow this link
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1029642-0

easylfundraising

Join Easyfundraising who will donate a % of your purchase to the PTA ‘.~ % 9904 ihopping

A number of parents have told us they often miss our events due to commitments and would prefer
to make a donation. The children have helped create a Wish list on Amazon of titles they want in the
library. All donations will be posted directly to school and other items will be added as they year
goes on. This is a good source for ideas if you would prefer to donate via Amazon or elsewhere.|
Pentrepoeth Wishlist link:

@ o

Diolch

Yegol Gyrvads Portrapor
¥ Am fod yn ddewr
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¥ e olchich deeylo beb cvser

Gan bewb yng
Ngwozanoeth Ambawians Cymru
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Coronavirus

Click on the links below to find out useful information:

Public Health Wales

https://phw.nhs.wales/

Welsh Government

https://gov.wales/coronavirus

Guidance on Social
Distancing

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-
distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/quidance-on-social-distancing-for-
everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults

Application for Childcare
Provision in School Hub

http://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Schools-Education/Childcare-for-prioritised-key-
workers.aspx

Aneurin Bevan Health
Board

https://twitter.com/AneurinBevanUHB
https://www.facebook.com/AneurinBevanHealthBoard

Some useful links to explain things to children...

Coronavirus

https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/health-matters

Social Distancing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DA SsZFYwO0Ow

Hand Washing

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51698180
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https://phw.nhs.wales/
https://gov.wales/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
http://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Schools-Education/Childcare-for-prioritised-key-workers.aspx
http://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Schools-Education/Childcare-for-prioritised-key-workers.aspx
https://twitter.com/AneurinBevanUHB
https://www.facebook.com/AneurinBevanHealthBoard
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/health-matters
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DA_SsZFYw0w
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51698180

Click on the links in blue!

Class
Nursery - Mrs Williams

Reception - Mrs Starke

Reception - Miss Ellis

Year 1 - Mrs Batrouni

Year 1- Mrs Drummond

Year 2- Mrs Beard

Year 2 - Mr Nocivelli

Year 3 - Mrs Baxter

Year 3 - Mrs Davies

Year 4 - Mrs Gooding

Year 4 - Mrs Jones

Year 5 - Mr Merriman

Year 5 - Mr Willmore
Year 6 - Mr Cleaves

Year 6 - Mrs Symes

Yours sincerely,
Cofion cynnes,

‘lﬁljbﬁx,:kfjtfﬁ
xfrffdﬂ

Dean Taylor
Headteacher
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Twitter
@PPSMrsWilliams
@PPSMrsStarke
@PPSMissEllis
@PPSMrsBatrouni
@PPSMrsDrummond

@PPSMrsBeard2jb

@PPSMrNocivelli
@PPSMrsBaxter
@PPSMrsDavies
@PPSMrsGooding
@PPSMrsjones
@PPSMrMerriman
@PPSMrWillmore
@PPSMrCleaves
@PPSMrsSymes

Eco-Schools

Area

Whole School
Expressive Arts
Health and Wellbeing
Humanities

Languages, Literacy and

Communication
Mathematics and

Numeracy
Science and Technology
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Twitter
@PentrepoethPrim
@PPSExpressiveArts
@PPSHealth_Well
@PPSHumanites
@PPSLangandLit

@PPSMathsandNum

@PPSSciandTech
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https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/nursery-mrs-williams
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/news
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year1-mrs-starke
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/expressive-arts
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/reception-miss-ellis
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/health-and-wellbeing
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/reception-mrs-batrouni
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/humanities
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year1-mrs-drummond
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/languages
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/languages
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-beard
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/mathematics-and-numeracy
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/mathematics-and-numeracy
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year2-mr-nocivelli
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/science-and-technology
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-baxter
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year3-mrs-davies
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year-4-mrs-gooding
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year4-mrs-jones
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year6-mr-merriman
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year5-mr-willmore
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year-5-mr-cleaves
https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/year6-mrs-symes

